Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.008 Å; R factor = 0.050; wR factor = 0.138; data-to-parameter ratio = 9.1.
The title compound, C 12 H 12 Cl 2 N 2 O 3 , crystallizes as a nonmerohedral twin with a twinning ratio of 0.51:0.49. The molecule adopts a keto-hydrazo tautomeric form stabilized by an intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond. The configuration around the N-N bond is trans. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
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Comment
As part of our project to study the crystal structures of a series of phenylhydrazones and their stereochemistry, the crystal structure of the title compound, (I), has been determined. The overall view and atom-labelling of the molecule of (I) are displayed in Fig.1 . Bond lenghts and angles are presented in Table 1 and hydrogen-bonding parametres are given in Table 2. The molecule is approximately planar with dihedral angle between the aromatic C1-C6 ring and the plane of the C7-C12/O1-O3/Cl1 aliphatic chain being 19.71 (12)°. Intramolecular N-H···O hydrogen bond generate S(6) ring motif (Bernstein et al., 1995) .
Experimental
The title compound was prepared as described by (Odabaşoğlu et al., 2005) , using p-chloroaniline and ethyl 4-chloroacetoacetate as starting materials (yield 92%, m.p. 415-417 K). Crystals of (I) suitable for x-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of an absolute acetic acid solution at room temperature.
Refinement
The crystal was non-merohedral twin with a twinning ratio of 0.51:0.49 and the reflection data were measured for the two twin domains, scaled and combined together, but overlapping reflections could not be satisfactorily measured and were discarded, leading to a data completeness of only slightly over 49%. The dataset under investigation had 5614 identified reflections associated with component 1 only, 5636 reflections with component 2 only and 1674 are belonging to both components. The H atom bonded to N1 was refined freely. All other H atoms were placed in calculated positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C) [1.5U eq (methyl C)]. The SHELXS EADP restrain applied to benzene ring to increase the Data/Parameter Ratio Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) with the atom-numbering scheme, showing the intramolecular N-H···O hydrogen bond (dashed line). Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level and H atoms are shown as small spheres of arbitrary radii. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none 
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